
Vancouver Maritime Arbitrators Association

Not wishing to schedule a special 
event on the Ides of March, the 
Vancouver Maritime Arbitrators 

Association presented two special 
speakers on Monday, March 7 at the 
Bentall V Conference room on Burrard 
Street. As one of four different educa-
tional events planned for 2016, it was a 
big treat to have not one but two mari-
time arbitrators/mediators, one from 
Vancouver and one from China. 

Both individuals are, in their own 
rights, well-qualified to hear disputes 
not only as “maritime” arbitrators but 
also as “international commercial” arbi-
trators. 

It became obvious that the speak-
ers' reputations preceded them as 
the Conference Room was standing 

room only, with 45 keen participants 
in attendance. Delicious sandwiches 
and wraps, with light refreshments 
were quickly consumed and our cur-
rent VMAA President, Dennis Pong, 
addressed the audience with eloquent 
and condensed bios of both gents. 
Each resume could have filled a page 
of accolades and accomplishments 
related to arbitration AND mediation. 

Leading off was Mr. Peter Koh, the 
first to present, by way of segue, an 
introduction to our special Chinese 
visitor. Peter is a practising VMAA 
arbitrator in Vancouver as well as a 
Senior Consultant on litigation and dis-
pute resolution for a well-known firm 
in Singapore, practising maritime law, 
marine insurance, carriage of goods 

by sea and 
transnational 
m e r g e r s 
and acquisi-
tions. When 
not spend-
ing time in 
Singapore or 
Vancouver, 
he is a visit-
ing professor at nine different Chinese 
universities and is a Fellow of the Char-
tered Institute of Arbitrators of London. 
What made Mr. Koh’s introductory 
notes so relevant is his close working 
relationship with Chinese International 
Economic and Trade Arbitration Com-
mission (CIETAC) and also CMAC 
(China Maritime Arbitration Commis-
sion). 

In his brief and light-hearted presen-
tation, Peter deftly explained how arbi-
tration and mediation is so much alike 
from country to country but how impor-
tant it is, particularly when involved 
with China, how initial introductions, 
the value of humbleness and manners 
will often set the stage for any proceed-
ings that are yet to come. He  went on 
to explain how understanding concepts 
such as protocol and “face” can be of 
enormous assistance in commencing 
positive discussions and avoiding sud-
den, uncomfortable situations or flare 
ups. Some very topical points to take 
away for sure, Mr. Koh respectfully 
asked our Special Guest to come for-
ward. 

As if lending credence to what Peter 
Koh had just presented, Mr. Yu Jianlong 
humbly but confidently took the podium 
to present his speech on “Arbitration in 
PRC under CIETAC Auspices,” intro-
ducing some of the history and growing 
accomplishments of the China Interna-
tional Economic and Trade Arbitration 
Commission, of which he sits as the 
Vice Chairman and Secretary General. 

CIETAC’s beginnings can be traced 
back as early as April 1956, partly to 
meet the needs of China’s developing 
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economic and trade relations with for-
eign countries. It became very active 
from 1988 upon amendment of it arbi-
tration rules and now independently 
and impartially resolves economic and 
trade disputes by means of arbitration.  
Headquartered in Beijing, CIETAC 
has concluded over 20,000 arbitration 
cases, mainly international commer-
cial in nature, involving more than 70 
countries with awards having been rec-
ognized and enforced in more than 60 
countries. In recent years, on average, 
CIETAC handled as many as 1,300 
cases annually, involving parties from 
more than 50 countries and regions 
outside the Chinese mainland. 

The China Maritime Arbitration 
Commission (CMAC) was founded by 
the China Chamber of International 
Commerce and is also based in Bei-
jing although a healthy active satellite 
office works out of Shanghai. Its focus 
is both arbitration and mediation for 
disputes arising from transportation 
and navigation by sea, coastal waters, 
and other navigable water adjacent 
to the sea as a way of protecting the 
legitimate rights and interests of the 
disputing parties.

Mr. Yu Jianlong separated his pre-
sentations into three segments — the 
past, the present and the future. He 
felt that what is critical to move forward 
into the future, is to maintain the qual-
ity of arbitral awards along with con-
tinued support from the court system 
for arbitration. He also highlighted, as 
introduced by Mr. Koh, the need to cre-
ate a friendly environment as a way to 
build a successful arbitration centre.  
Mr. Yu went on to speak more about 
CMAC adopting a coalition of mari-
time arbitration and mediation that can 
run concurrently as a way of effecting 
more efficient, cost saving resolutions. 
CMAC arbitrators are all appointed 
from among maritime professionals 
with special knowledge and experi-
ence in navigation, insurance, mari-
time law and other fields. The Commis-
sion boasts over 175 arbitrators, most 
of which are from China but some 10 
per cent from foreign countries. Last 
year, CMAC handled over 130 mari-
time cases.

Mr. Yu Jianlong encouraged the 
VMAA to continue its work at develop-
ing maritime arbitration in Vancouver 
and extended a welcoming hand to 
visit Shanghai and Beijing to present 
papers on the ongoing aspects of mari-
time arbitration and mediation in Can-
ada. At such a warm invitation, a com-
mitment was made at a recent meeting 
to have the VMAA Board seriously 
consider embarking on a visit, in the 
not-to-distant future, to expand on the 
relationship that started as far back as 
ICMA XVIII in Vancouver in May, 2012 
and explore more ways to strengthen 

the co-operation. 
No arbitration presentation could be 

complete without a few burning ques-
tions and this day didn’t disappoint. A 
few thought-provoking ones were posed 
to both Mr. Koh and Mr. Jianlong at the 
end of the presentation. As the clock 
ticked closer to 2 p.m., yours truly was 
asked to say a few words of thanks to 
our very special guests and presented 
each with a small token of our group’s 
appreciation. One of our more delightful 
luncheon presentations and likely we’ll 
be sharing more with our friends from 
the other side of the pond!
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